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Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

John 14:27
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MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE

While I was on a cruise ship in the middle of the Gulf of Mexico, it was surreal to look out and 

see nothing but ocean all around us—no land in sight. It put into perspective for me just how 

small I am in the vastness of the universe. But it also gave me great joy realize that, even though 

I am only a small piece of that universe, I am not insignificant to 

my Heavenly Father! Each and every one of us is loved, cared 

for, and seen—even in the vastness of the universe! We matter! 

Here is something else I was shown. All of us that were on that 

ship were at the mercy of the Captain and crew. We had no 

control over where the boat sailed. We had no control over the 

waves that rocked the boat at times. We had to trust the Captain 

to navigate the waters and get us to our destination. The captain 

of the boat is human just like us, fallible, flawed; and yet, we put 

our trust completely in him and his wisdom. Why, then, do we not put the same hope and trust 

in The Maker of the universe who has not human flaw and who never makes a mistake. Why do 

we not show the same trust in Him to navigate the waters of our every day lives and get us to the 

destination that He has planned for us? We can trust Him! He has proven Himself faithful over 

and over. When we put our trust in Him to be our Captain, then we can have peace! We do not 

have to fear, even if the waters are troubled at times. He knowns where we are going and we can 

trust Him to get us there! Praise God for that! Praise Him for His grace, His mercy, and His 

peace! We can surrender to Him fully and trust Him completely! 

        

          Written by Rachel Conar
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OPERATION VALENTINE WAFFLE

The Lower School students have been planning a Valentine surprise for our middle and upper school 

students that we unveiled this morning. Each student made a personalized card for a specific middle or 

upper student(s) and gifted it to them while surprising them in their 

classrooms first thing this morning with a mini waffle bar as a treat. All 

students were smiling ear to ear 

as they mixed and mingled and 

just loved on one another. I was 

proud of both the big and little 

students for making intentional 

conversation with one another 

with the biggest smiles and hugs. 

It was very heartwarming on this 

Valentine's Day! 
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5TH GRADE, SCIENCE AND EXCELLENCE

Fifth spent the past 2 weeks 

observing mild terrariums that 

they made in science class. Today 

was the final observation and we 

discussed if any of the variables 

impeded the growth of mold and 

then our moldy subjects made a 

quick beeline to the dumpster! 

Our very own, Mr. Gates Bear, was the 

only 5th grader at the Regional 

Science Bee in Oak Ridge. He 

competed with 6th grade and finished 

in the top half, which secured him a 

place at the National competition in 

June. We are so proud of Gates!
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LOWER SCHOOL, AVAIL SENIOR LIVING

Monday afternoon, our hearts were full as 

residents of the Avail Senior Living Senior 

came over to drop sweet Valentine gifts to our 

Lower School students. It was a gorgeous day to 

feel the love from our neighboring community. 

Christy Surgeon (Memory Care Director,)  
Lindsay Sluder, Avery Moody (Activity Director)

Avail Resident, Mary Parker



5

DADDY-DAUGHTER SOCK HOP

Friday evening was a be-boppin of a time at the Barn at 

Hickory Hills as daddies and daughters danced the night 

away! The cotton candy and fresh popcorn was a crowd 

favorite amongst circles of girls rockin’ and a rollin! 

Several daddy-daughter duos took our Sock Hop theme to 

heart and really dressed the part. The sugar high was 

palpable as our crew boogied their way up, down, left and 

right across the dance floor in their new TCPS cat eye 

sunshades already looking forward to next year’s dance! 
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