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In Christ,

Jared D. Tilley

I can think of no better way to begin a new year than to focus on rekindling

relationships, and chief among them is with our Heavenly Father. Understanding that

we, as Christians, drift from God is essential to maintaining a fulfilling relationship.

But even as we drift from Him, His flame does not diminish; it is never snuffed out.

Today, our Upper School students spent the day at Lee University for our annual ONE

Retreat. This year's theme is to Rekindle, Refresh, and Reconnect. Along with playing

games and earning Omada points, our students focused on their relationship with

God. I can think of no better way to start the new semester than for our students to

focus on the more important lessons, their faith, God's love, and our commitment to

both. 

This morning I spoke to the students, and the message brought back great memories

of my childhood. Growing up, we had a wood-burning fireplace in our living room.

When we had a fire, my two sisters and I were tasked with collecting enough "kinlin"

(kindling) to start it. There was work to be done to prepare the fire beyond just

gathering a bunch of sticks; we had to open the flue, cut wood, remove ashes, and

wad up old Cleveland Daily Banners to get it going, and find the matches, often

misplaced and usually by me. 

The enjoyment of the fire was not just that evening but also when I woke up the next

morning and had glowing embers on small pieces of wood, blackened shells of their

former selves. It was here, when all was quiet, that I would try to rekindle the flame

from the glowing embers. I would place newspapers like my father did the night

before, close to the embers, and blow carefully on them as they lit up the fireplace, as

the night before. If I were patient enough, a fire would rekindle so I could enjoy it. 

Reflecting on this story brought gratitude into my heart. I am so thankful that God's

flame never diminishes, is never snuffed out, and is always burning bright. What we

need to do is walk to the hearth in prayer, praise, and humility, embracing the warmth

of His imperishable flame. Let us rekindle, refresh, and reconnect around the warm

hearth of our Heavenly Father.



On Wednesday, December 17, 2025, Tennessee Christian

Middle and Upper School students and faculty had the

opportunity to put into action a core message often

shared by our Head of School: “It’s not about us.” This

year, our campus partnered with Operation Compassion

for a meaningful morning of service.

Operation Compassion is a global humanitarian

nonprofit organization dedicated to ministering to those

in need. Its outreach includes the Living Waters

initiative, which builds water systems to provide clean

water in communities where it is unavailable, along with

the Second Chance and Filling Plates ministries. To date,

Operation Compassion has responded to more than 100

natural disasters across 73 nations and serves over 2.6

million people each year.

During our time there, students and faculty worked

together to repackage toilet paper and paper towels

onto pallets, preparing them for efficient distribution to

disaster-affected communities. Our students

approached the work with servant hearts, worked

diligently, and ultimately exceeded expectations.

It was an honor to partner with Operation Compassion

and play a small role in helping fulfill their mission—to

show compassion to those in need, from across the

street to across the sea, through something as simple

yet essential as toilet paper.

-Jenn Blaylock



The TCPS Hawks were tested on the road during the
week of December 8-12, competing against Christ
Legacy Academy and Mt. Pisgah Christian School in a
challenging stretch for both the middle school and
high school programs.  

The middle school boys battled Christ Legacy
Academy at Tennessee Wesleyan University, falling
34-29 in a game that showcased grit and resilience.
Trailing by 13 points at halftime, the Hawks
responded with a strong second half, outscoring
Christ Legacy 18-10 and holding them scoreless in
the fourth quarter. Elliott Tilley led all scorers with an
impressive 21 points, nearly willing the Hawks to a
comeback victory. 

The high school boys also faced Christ Legacy on the
road in a tightly contested matchup. After building a
13-point lead, the Hawks saw the home team rally
late. TCPS had a chance to win in regulation but
ultimately fell in overtime, 52-42. Thomas Nicolaus
led the Hawks with 25 points, followed by Ben
Slocumb with 8 points, while Caleb Cigliano and Eli
Ahlers added 5 and 4 points, respectively. 

Later in the week, the Hawks traveled to Mt. Pisgah Christian and delivered a strong all-around
effort, narrowly losing a last-second heartbreaker, 43-42. The one-point defeat marked
significant progress from an earlier 16-point loss to Mt. Pisgah this season. Nicolaus again led
the way with 18 points, with valuable contributions from Caleb Cigliano, Ben Slocumb, Elijah
Smith, and Aaron Roberts. Smith and Roberts provided key energy and production off the
bench. 

The Hawks now stand at 5-3 overall and 2-3 in SCAA conference play, continuing to show
growth, toughness, and competitiveness as the season progresses. 



The 4th and 5th Grade boys basketball team wrapped up
the first half of their season with a 2–5 record, but the
numbers don’t tell the whole story. The boys have shown
tremendous heart, resilience, and growth while
competing in several tightly contested matchups.

Their first recent game against St. Jude Catholic
demonstrated that fight. After falling behind 1–11 in the
first quarter, the team battled back to tie the game 25–25
heading into the fourth. They pushed the game into
overtime and came up just two points short in a thrilling
finish.

The next two games against Grace Academy were equally
competitive. In the first meeting, the boys led the entire
game and were up by one with just 10 seconds remaining
before Grace hit a buzzer-beater to win by a single point.
The rematch was another exciting showdown that
stretched into double overtime, with the boys again
falling by only two points.

Across these three games, the
combined margin of defeat
was just five points— proof
 that this team is competing
 at a high level. 

They continue to face strong 
opponents, and each player
is showing clear improvement 
every week. The future looks 
bright as they head into the 
second half of the season. 
Coach Adam Osborne has been 
thrilled with his team's progress. 








